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T0 the Right Reverend the | 


Lord be of Chichoer, 


% 


— F 


UGH BY Diſcourkes 
we are entertain'd with 
from the Pulpit on the 
Thirtieth of January have been, 
for the moſt part, of ſuch a Na- 
ture, that they are ore great 
Reaſon why many Honeſt Men 
have wiſh'd the Obſervation of 

that Day might be laid aſide, 

yet I cou'd not help raifing my - 


Expectations to fomething very 
? dif. 


\ © 


14 1 
different from what we have 
been us d to, when I heard 
that this Subject was to be 
handled by one of your Lord- 
ſhips great Abilities, and in 


whoſe Favour we were all ſo 


juſtly prejudicd, by à famous 
Treatiſe* writ. many Years ag 

in'a We free and hack 
Spirit than is common to . | 
Productions of the Clergy. Your 

Lordſſiip has indeed, out of an 
Exceſs of | Modeſty,; (a Faplt 
very excuſable in a Diviae,) 
choſe to withdraw yourſelf; as 
much as in yon lay, from your 
juft Praiſe and Reputation, by 
not ſetting your Name to tha? 
Book, and defiring not to be 
known for the Authar of it; 3 


* Difficulties and Zerren, 0 ſu poſed. 
ram Hes. ar 
but 


[7 


but the World las done 180 
juſtice againſt your Will, and 
Thoſe, who had Phe Honour of 
Thinking in the fame manner 
with your Lordihib at that 
Time, ate proud to ſee their 
Opinions ſupported by ſo con- 
fiderable an Authority : But I 
am at a loſs how to expreſs 
what a Concern and Mortifica- 
tion it is to all ſuch Admirers 
of your Lordſhip, that upon 
reading this laſt Diſcourſe of 
yours, they find the  High- 
church” Spirit ſo ftrong in- it, 
and a compleat Syſtem of Sla- 
very laid down, with only now 
and then a little Colouring, 
deſign d rather to diſguiſe than 
to correct it. 


The firſt Poſition they are 


ſtartled at, and which they 
find 


[8 # 

find very often repeated is, 
15, that it is a Breach of our 
Duty and Altegiance, to at- 
tempt or deſire any Change 
either in the Church or State. 
Recollect yourſelf a little, my 
Lord, and you will find that 
by the Conſtitution of our Go- 
vernment, there is a perpetual 
Power reſiding in it to make 
ſuch Alterations 1 in Both, as ei- 
ther an occaſional Expediency, 
or Corruptions and Abuſes crept 
into them, may render neceſ- 
ſary. Without this, there would 
be no Buſineſs for a Parliament, 
but merely to give Money to 
the Crown, ſince every new 
Law made by it, is doubtleſs an 

Alteration, nd ſuch the Varia- 


tion of human Things will con- 
tinually require. If therefore 
your Doctrine be true, that all 


Attempts 


Attempts to change any. thin 
in the preſent Frame and Order 
of Church or State, are ſo ma 
ny Acts of Diſloyalty and Re- 
bellion, what-Reformati ion can 


Redreſs is this Nation to ex- 
pect from its Repreſentatives 
in Parliament of any preſent 
or pfature Grievances? * ee TY 

* In the Reign of King 
Charles the Second, when no 
r, of invading” our Liber. 


2 Defign of eſtabliſhing this ve. 
ry Doctrine by an Oath to be 
taken by all Members of both 
Houſes of Parliament, all Privy 
Cou nſellors and Juſtices of the 


e an Aqcoyr of this Af in Mr Li's Be: | 


m3 [ 5. 
* * 
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poſſibly be carried on, What 
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[ 10 ] 


Peace, and all Perſons holding 


any beneficial Office, Eccleſiaſ- 
tical, Civil, or Military. The 


Bill which was to impoſe this 
Oath was ſtyld, An Add to pre- 
vent the. Dangers which might 
ariſe from Perſons diſaffeded 
ro the Government, and the Ad- 
yocates for it, which were 
chiefly my Lords the Biſhops, 
argued juſt in the ſame manner 
as your Lordſhip, that Men 
who. ſhould once begin to-change 
would neyer know where to 
ſtop; that the Rebellion of 
Forty-one ought to be a Warn- 
ing to us not to ſuffer that Spi- 
rit to get any ground ; that all 
was perfect both in Church and 
State, and would ever continue 
to be ſo; and therefore they 
coke all Perſons who could 


poſſibly 


111 
poſſibly have any thing td do 
with them, to {wear that they 
would: not at aly time endea» 
vour to make any Alteration 


in the Government of either. 
This Bill was debated in the 
Houſe: of Peers with great Op- 
poſition from all thoſe ho had 


any Regard for the Welfare of 


their Country, and after a long 
Struggle of ſixteen or ſeven- 
teen Days Duration, it was at 
laſt carried in the Committee 
by the Unanimity of the Bench 
of Biſhops; but before it could 
paſs into an Act, was providen- 


tially ſtopt by the Diſpute of 


Privilege breaking out between 
the two Houſes; otherwiſe the 
whole Nation muſt have been 


reduc d to the ſad Neceflity of 


being either perjur d or enſlav d. 
JOY B p * 


r «. BAR nf AI nt" 1 
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A | think it probable that your 
Lotdſhip had your Eye upon 
this remarkable Bill in the 
whole Tenour of your Argu- 
mont, and that vou had a 
Mind to try whether or no the 
preſent Age would ſwallow 
of their Predeceſſors: But, my 
Lord, | the Influence of the 
Church is not ſo ſtrong upon 
us now as it was then; we are 
grown too wile to be preach d 
out of our Liberties, and the 
Clergy will not be half ſo uſe- 
ful as they formerly were, to 
any Prince who fhall have a 
mind to enſlave us, if ſuch a 
Deſign ſhould. ever be form'd 
again. I cant help taking no- 
tice of one Aſſertion that has 
dropp d from Ng in arguing 

upon 


[ 33 ] 

upon this Matter; Which is 
this, - Thut wiſe and good 
Men will rather acuieſos un- 
der any orm of Government 
than attempt to change it, be- 
cauſe of the Hazard that at- 
tends all Changes, and of the 
great Difficulty to determine 
which rm rs TOA, 4 Jy the beft. 


My Lord, we are icht d to 
think our own; with all its 

Faults and Imperfections, is 
infinitely better than that of 
France; and ſhould it ever be 
dur Misfortuile in future Times 
to have an arbitrary Form im- 
pos'd upon us, we ſhould be- 
tieve it worth our while to 
attempt to change it, let the 
Hazard be what it would. 
There is no Confufion, no Mi- 
ſery, 


[ 14 ] 
ſery, no: Bloodſhed which ſuch 
a Struggle might produce, but 
is Pxefetable to an abject Ac- 
quieſcence' under. Tyranny and 
Oppreſſion. This, my Lord, 
has always been the Sentiment 
of the wi/e and good Men in 
this Country, though you, it 
ſeems, are of a different Opi- 
nion; and J perſwade my ſelf 
that we ſhall. {till preſerve ſo 
much of the Spirit and Virtue 
of our Anceſtors; as to diſclaim 
all Notions of Obedience but 


what are conſiſtent with our 
Liberty. 


I hope your Lordſhip did not 
mean ſo ill as your Words im- 
port; but I am ſure it is of 
Conſequence to the Nation that 
all who read them ſhould be 

ſenſible 


[ x5 ] 

ſenfible of the Miſchief there 
is in them. Slavery, ſet forth 
in its proper Colours, will be 
odious and terrible to every 
Body; but thus ſoften d, thus 
gilded over with artful Turns 
and Ornaments of Rhetorick, it 
may be too eaſily receiv d by 
unwary Minds, and many ho- 
neſt Men may loſe that Hor- 
ror of it which is our beſt 
n and 3 n it. 
L 3 

mer Loddh 1 have a Sant Re: 
verence for your Order, and eſ- 
pecially for thoſe who are diſ- 
tinguiſnd in it by ſo high a 
Station; but really it is a great 
Difficulty and -Diſcouragement 
to me, and all Friends of the 
Clergy, when we attempt to 
qerend you againſt your Ene- 


mies, 


mies, that you ſo frequently 


Good and Intereſt, whether 
they are free or not. What 
makes this the more unpardon- 
able m your Lordſhip is, that 


[16] 


engage on the Side. of deſpo- 


tick Power, and do your ut- 


maſt to perſwade Mankind that 
it is indifferent to their real 


you do it un ſougbi for and un. 
thankd: For they whom we 
have at preſent the Happineſs 
to be governd by, and whom 
ſuppoſe you would be thought 
to make your Court to, have 
a hearty; Deteſtation of ſuch 
Principles, and are deſirous 
that the People of England 
ſhould know the Value of their 
Liberty, aud eee it in . 
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= i 
don't examihe Very ſtrict- 
imo your Panegyrick upon 
in omen to do him Honour; 
you are oblig dite take ſome 
Foints for gramted which I am 
afraid. are very doubtful; but 
Lmuſtiblame you, for not diſ- 
tinguiſhing between thoſe, who 
Wetg /concery dm the Murder 
ok. that Pringe and the utter 
Supverſton ef gur Government, 
and thoſe, who engag d them: 
ſelves at firſt, inna Reſiſtance 
necefſary for! its; Preſervation. 
The Cauſe and, Spirit of theſe 
Men were widely different, and 
ought not to be confounded 
together; nor are the latter to 
be charged with the Calami- + 
ties which unforeſeen and fa- 
tal Aceidents unhappily brought 
| C 


upon 


_— — — —— "I * 4 — 2 — — — — —ͤ— - — — — 
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tunate enough 
vantage" of the publiek Con- 


[48] 
upon their Country. Thoſe 
are juſtly accountable! for the 
Miſeries conſequential to the 
Civit War; who involyd the 
King in ſuch Meaſures as loſt 
him the Confidence of his 
People, and threw the Go- 
vernment out of its natural 
Situation into a State of Tu- 
mult! and Diſorder. When 
that is once done, no human 
Prudence can command the 
Event; but the beſt Men and 
the beſt Cauſe may ſuffer by 
talking into thei Hands of Vil- 
lams who are wicked and for- 
to make an Ad- 


fu lon: GL 15 918 ein 12111 2801 
-ACIBIED in ie bande od 


i] buſt take the Liberty to 


 bſery to your Lordſhip, that 


20 1 ev 


ow] 

L believe no body but yourfef 
has had/'the Corageiin® he 

preſent Age taninfiſt upon ele 
good CHurutton of thoſe Meh 
by whoſe Advice — at- 
tempted thofeis iHegA Acts, 
which were —— 
of all the Miſctnefs tliat en- 
ſued both to Prince and Pee- 
ple. In god Policy yon 
ſhould have blacken'd their 
Reputations as much as pof⸗- 
fible, that the Weight of our 
Reſentment, and that of i Poſ- 
terity, may fall entirely upon 
them, and that they alone might 
be branded with the Guilt and 
Infamy of thoſe Proceedings. 
J won't preſs this any further 
upon your Lordſhip, but muſt 
beg Leave to take notice df 
an ene in Page the 
1910 GS . Four- 


Ie. 

Fourteenth where you take 
Occaſion, fram many af the 
Nobility. having zoin d With 
King Charles the Firſt, to in- 
timate to us that the Haay a 
the People: are not in any 
Country, proper Judges whe- 
ther they are oppreſt or not. 
This Doctrine can never be 
ſupported from rational Prin- 
ciples of Government, which 
muſt allow. hem the Right of 
Judging: for, themſelves in 2 
Point that ſo much concerns 
them; and naturally they will 
judge better of it than thaſe 
WhO May. be influence d and 
corrypted by a Court. The 
Nobility and Biſnops in France, 
who are Penſioners and Depen- 
dants on the Crown, are moſt 
" ee well e! with the 


preſent 


[ 2x ] 
preſent Government, and the 
Bull Unigenitus; but the People 
in general complain bitterly, 
ank with fufffcient reaſon 3 nor 
| gan- any Man ſay, that if they 
were able they would not habe 
2 Right to conten far their 
Laberties and Conſciences, though 
all the great Men and  rever 
tend Prelates were on the Prince's 
ſide. Your Lordthip will, I dare 
ſay, be ſo candid as to acknow- 
ledge, upon 2 lirtle Reflection 


that your ee here is 
RY o Sub wo nary 
Iii ob Ems 


wr am nom to confider the 
Concluſion of your extraordi. 
nary: Diſcourſe, which is more 
immediately directed to us, and 
vhich it ſeems we are princi- 
_ to dra our Inſtruction 


from; 


[22] 

from; and it is Matter of great 
| Aſtoniſhment to me to find in 
it this Aſſertion, Ihat the ſame 

Spirit uhich actuated t hoſe 
Mretober who cut , King 
Charles r Head is fill alive, 
and even General among us; 
nay; that it ix buſily. now at 
Work, and carrying on the 
ſame execrable Deſign againſt 
his preſent Majeſty For God's 
fake; my Bord, what Proof have 
you, what Evidence of ſuch a 
Fact as this? And if they be 
wanting, how dare you- ſuppoſe 
a Thing ſo highly injurious to 
the Nation! Have there been 
| any publick Marks of Diſaffec- 
tion, any Treaſonable or Rebel - 
lous Behaviour, upon which you 
have the Confidence to ground 
an Imputation of this kind? it 
1 wou'd 


eat \Immorality to 
bring ſuch a —— any 
priuate Man, without ſtrong 
and convlnciag Teſtimony ; but 
futely the Reputation of a whole 
People ought to de attack d 
with much greater Caution, and 
the Guilt of tainting it unjuſtly 
is beyond cortiparifon” more her 
nous. What a Gdium do "you 
hereby 1 upon his 'Majefty's 
beneficent an wt 'Govern- 
ment, of Which "the Loße and 
| Satisfadich“ f the People are the 
ſureſt Prock! 1 It what "Manner 
does' Yqur, Lordfhip p e he 
all his Subjects wil relent tl 
Calumny, Which treats the 
guilt y br the' blackeſt 3 nd. 7 55 
uiardonidle Tobrertude?” ff 
be highly erte to Sade bl 
to {eftrange the Hearts / the 


People 


the Happineſs and Security of 


that the 


[ 24) 
People from:their Prince, is it 


| lefs. ſo to try to-ilienate: the AF 


ſections of, the Prince from his 
People. Gught nat their Con- 
fidence to be mutual ? Does not 


beth depend upon it? We have 
reaſon. to bleſs, God that his Ma- 
jelty has ſuch. a Truſt ; in the ex- 
ferien d.. Loyalty an and Dutiful- 
neſs. of his Subjects, . that it is 
not 3 the 5 of, act Me 


to rob Air of ſteem ,,and 
good. O pinion, . Tiger reſent- 
ing them to 51551 He ae knows 


emies of his Gover nr 
ment are look'd upon by his Peo- 
ple to be theirs, and that what; 
ever - Poiſon. 1 they may be ſupf os d 
to breed i in their own Boſoms, 
ſuch i 18 the good. Temper of the 
Nation, that it will not be . poſ⸗ 
5 ſible 


[25 þ 
ib F le for them to 00 e 


it, 10; AS Ab o make it Epi- 
demical, A Ar as for the A 
men in le A, ina 4 14 A 
— io diſa- 


yow 5785 e 120 18 been 


Wy . to. {1 indicate, 35 


daxion, a9 WP 13; — 2 1 ent 


I. perfetly. gh m "with your 
Lordlhip i in detefting th e many 
Libellous Writings 1 in Which his 


\ EP # . 


Majeſty s Meaſures haye been ex- 
ters defam d, 


_o 5 Truth 8 
e But I. am far from 


FL, 


poſed, and his Minil 
often without eithe 


ing they amount to any 
D thing 


bl 
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ting like the $ irit of F orty-one, 
A which aroſe a and ſpread itfelf” from - 
a2 Senſe of ork not imaginar 
Grievances. and which the me 
skilful Libellers in the World 
cou d never have carfied to ſuch 
a Height, had it not teen found- 
ed upon, and ſupportedby a Jong 
| experience of the il Intentions 
en 3 of the 'Govert- 
| Nor can 1 cons” into that 
Remedy apainſt this Evil, 
as it is, which you ſeem to call 
for, Tr mean a a Reſtraint upon the 
92 


a free Peo hag can enjoy : And 
* x am pe erſwaded is "he O. 


pinion 


E21 


ninien of thoſe. that are no, in 
Power, „as Well, as it is mine; 
Wy x pe Thu made A 


et Very n much 
and the 
s. Good eh @ Ie 


100 


| haw it kappens” that the 
oy rey 1 e your Lardfllip tells 


o 
Ss! 


us ae t "the chief 3 gers 0 of the 


141 


Crown, : are e ery now. and then 

inciting it to Meafüres whictr 
wou d greatly endanger its Sequ- 
rity. I thank God we are ſtill 
govern d by Laymen, WhO I 
doubt not will be ſo wiſe as not 
to Hearken to thefe miſchievous 
Admonitions, tho' they have the 
Sanction of coming, to them from 
the Pulpit, but purfue their owt 


Principles of Policy,) without con- 
fulring the Clergy in Aff lirs 
e 
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Which 46h? t belong to them 


They are vefy uſefal * tous as 


Miniets of 0 f the” pe, and 
While they are content with 
chat, Character, deſerve. all En- 
couragement | and Reſp pee, but 
when ever they wore? be Mi- 
nifters. of State, it is for the 
general Intereſt of Mankind 


n, 


La 1 e be Wera 


4 » . * 
34 0 — e v4 1 be 14 5. 


11 1 your DFO Par- 


don for the Trouble I have 
given you on this Occaſion, 


which I ſhould not have done, | 
but .in hopes of drawing from 
you an Explanation of thoſe 
Paſlages 1 in your Sermon which 
give moſt Offence ; and I am 
perſuaded that vou will agree 
with 


& # % . * * 1 a A 4 by 
„„ 7b "Wy 


with me in thinking Tomes 


thing of tllat kind Aeteflary; 
when you ate well! inform d 


" ane e *. i 4 
in what Senſe* it 18 under ſtood 


by almoſt every Reader. I 
muſt conclude with complis 


menting your Lordſhip upon 


the Art your Difcourſe is writ- 
ten with, which plainly ſhews 


that no Part of it proceeds from 


Bigottry or Enthufiaſtick Zeal, 
but that it is the Reſult of 
cool Deliberation and ſober 
Thought. As I have great 
Reaſon to believe you are ſin- 
cere in what you ſay, and 
that you meant the Good of 
Mankind, agreeably to the 
Duty of your facred Charac- 
ter, I as /incerely join in thoſe 
Thanks to you which you have 
already 
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